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When we decided to try and organise the
UKds first wader f e
potentially interested parties, the Dee
Estuary Voluntary Wardens and the Was
Wader Ringing Group. To our delight bott#
organisations expressed an interest. The
latter also suggested we should contact thef§
Northwest Norfolk RSPB staff which turnedie
out to be a great call. 3
We did just that, and after a meeting at &8
Snettisham with Carrie Carey, and Jim Scotjii
of the RSPB and Matt Merritt of
Birdwatching Magazine it was decided that
the best way forward was to hold the eventiis
at Titchwell RSPB reserve and featurges
Snettisham RSPB reserve as a satellitg
venue.
Titchwell has always been one of ourl A 3K 8 RS NR2ad 3 IKSNAYEAZ ({ A YVISKAKIY w{t. NB&ASND
favourite wader watching spots as you can
get so close to some of the birds in the firstthe fantastic spectacle of thousands ofspectacle of the Snettisham wader flocks in
hide and the beach in winter is alive withwaders flying in unison in what looks like aa prebooked excursion when the high tide
waders of all shapes and sizes, it is also oEky dance over the water as the tide risesroost is taking place.
course the first place we visited on ourand falls each side of its height. It may also be possible to arrange a
worldwide search for waders on day one of The main event will be held at theringing demonstration with the WWRG;
our adventure. Titchwell reserve and it is hoped that we wilhowever that will depend entirely on
Snettisham is of course justly famous forbe able to take people to enjoy theweather, tide times and of course the birds.
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| am afraid this | Ranessedtbbeamentmiosed st or [
four satellite transmitters on Little Curlew  We are continuing to seek comparable
which were sending out regular signals untilsatellite transmitter information from other
mid-May have now stopped transmitting.researchers around the world, particularly
From elation just a few w e e k s those who have used satellite transmitters
ago when five birds carrying on shorebirds, to help us work out what
transmitters set off from northwest may have gone wrong.
Australia we are now extremely Whilst the disappointment of the failures
disappointed that everything seems to haveis at the forefront of our minds, we should
come to a complete halt. recognise that we have still learned a greati®
deal about Little Curlew behaviour from
these satellite transmitters over the last
three months. This includes new knowledgea | &
about: local, nonbreeding, movements in
Australia; migratory departure locations inceased & we had fixes from two birds,
Australia; and northward migration routeswhich had reached the coast. This project
and stop over sites. has shown that Little Curlew seem to be

All five birds, which had transmitters putdifferent to most other wader species
on at Anna Plains and 80 Mile Beach in mideaving NWA on northward migration. Most
other species put on large quantities of fat
(up to 100% addition to their faifree
weight) and many complete their journey
(5000-6000 kilometres) to the Chinese
coast (including the Yellow Sea) in a nen
stop flight. Little Curlew on the other hand
seem to put on much less weight (480%)
before departure and make several stops
on the journey before reaching China. Late
it is now six weeks since the last departure and several stop overs prior to
transmission and | fear that we really have reaching China also correlates well with
to accept that we are not going to obtains= o SR S (maybe a consequence of?) Little Curlew
any f_urther information  from these ;| \ypk - “Yiknld pa dzLILX A SR 0 @ rllcgl,?qrnplgtlgg theirawingmoult until early
transmitters. M whereas most other waders
o P - February continued to roam around thecomplete it in January or early in February.
. 3 ] grasslands of Anna Plains station until theEnergy resources are not normally devoted
‘ end of March. With them was the soleto weight accumulation until the main moult

[Agt S -wdeNE $da S

We were hoping (against hope) tha
some of the transmitters might start up
again if part of the problem has been
overcast weather conditions the birds have
encountered in China, thereby causing 4§
lack of solar recharging of the batteries. Bu

remaining Little Curlew with a satelliteof the primary feathers is complete.
transmitter from the Roebuck Plains, At this stage, it appears likely that there
= Broome, November 2013 deployment. Thiswill be no further emails this year
bird moved back and forth betweenconcerning the movements of Little Curlew
Roebuck Plains and Anna Plains beforearrying satellite transmitters.

HYilvlp adzlJl)f ASR o6& Lyl

5

<0af agai n onWe Wil be camymg Ow a nttmnougih wa r d

AGES | dZNI 8 u-s;dm iR Sl N : N Wwet wi
[Ag z ? goR [ mlgratlon)(from ézge%uc Plains). One of thénvestigation to try to be sure that the

At the moment we really have no clue toAnna Plains/80 Mile Beach birds, from theperformance of satellite transmitters we
the cause/s of this sudden demise of the 2015 deployment, also moved to Roebuckdeploy in the future is much improved. This
units. Are there possibly technicalPlains before northward migration. Anothenges s
difficulties in this batch of units, which have one spent several weeks in the Fitzroy Rivels
resulted in unusually short transmissionestuary near Derby before its transmitter
lives (meant to be 1 + years)? Evidencestopped around the time the first two Little
from other users of the same MTI productCurlew left on migration from Annal
(Reece Pedler and in Alaska) has noPlains/80 Mile Beach. We therefore have
revealed any significant problems withstrong evidence that Little Curlew depart o
performance or longevity of these satellitenorthward migration from a variety of
transmitters so far. It seems hard to believelocations in North West Australia.
that all birds have, almost simultaneously, All birds confirmed the migration U
been predated by animals or captured bystrategy, which first became apparent N\
hunters. Perhaps the most likely cause isduring the 2014 northward migration. Most
that the birds have shed their transmitter birds stopped in the Indonesian region
harnesses. It may be significant that the(1000-2000 km) for between 12 weeks.
timing of most losses coincided withMost then moved on to some part of the
periods of migration when significantPhilippines for another short stopver. The will include exploring different harness
distances were being traversed. It is justChinese coast was the next destination andlesign options.
possible that the loss of accumulated fatit was at this stage where most of the Meanwhi | e t hanks
used up in these journeys allowed thetransmissions from the Little Curlew unitsinterest and support.

ImageryDato: 4102013 1:0945.95" N 120°33'20.06" E elev” Om  oye
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Save Our Shorebirds Western Snowy Plover Yearly High Cddatkerricher State Park 20072014

Source: SOS data sheets and
SOS eBird High Counts

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

2007 0 0 0 0 0 1 12 21 24 42 8 32
2008 25 31 5 7 0 1 5 14 16 34 29 31
2009 33 31 14 1 2 0 8 23 24 33 38 38
2010 41 31 34 11 2 0 10 23 28 38 31 42
2011 27 32 16 13 1 0 14 22 34 45 53 55
2012 55 49 35 2 2 0 18 28 45 37 53 48
2013 36 38 23 13 3 1 14 30 41 53 53 48
2014 48 42 41 28 0 2 31 a7 52 63 70 63
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Watchlisted Shorebirds Recorded On Save Our Save Our Shorebirds Average Shorebird Sightings Per Year
Shorebirds Surveys Mackerricher State Park 2007-2014
2007-2014
Rock Sandpiper Calidris ptilocnemis Watchlisted Nonwatchlisted  Total Sightings
Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis **
) o . 2007 14,064 7,016 21,080

American GolderPlover  Pluvialis dominica *
Western Snowy Plover Charadrius nivosus nivosus 2008 10,007 6,170 16,177
Wandering Tattler Tringa incana
Longhilled Curlew Numenius americanus 2009 12,487 6,388 18,875
Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica ** 2010 8,139 4,709 12,848
Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa
Black Turnstone Arenaria melanocephala 2011 24,237 7,346 31,583
Surfbird Aphriza virgata

2012 16,103 6,982 23,085
Red Knot Calidris canutus *
Sanderling Calidris alba 2013 11,744 6,547 18,291
Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla *

2014 20,211 9,990 30.201
Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri
*rare  **accidental Total 116,992 55,148 172,140
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meters around the base of a bluff, where the
frightened bird was flushed landing close by.
Acknowl edging the impor
discovery, the goal became to capture and

I.D this mysterious bird. Fiddich led the team

' 50 meters down a slope and pointed

. towards their bounty. The small bird was
surrounded, captured and photographed.
Fiddich and his team had stumbled upon a
previously unknown subspecies of snipe.

It remains a mystery as to why snipe
werendt sighted on the
before this day. Mysterious because
Campbell Island is the most studied of the
Sub-Antarctic islands and snipe are more
than capable of strong flight, willingly
crossing short distances across water.
Maybe they had attempted to land on
Campbell only to be met by an untimely
death at the hands of a plague of hungry

Campbell Island Snipe (Coenocoryphaibrations in the tail feathers of diving malerats. This would suggest that the small
aucklandica perseverance) is a subspeciesnipe. This would appear to be an accuratésland of Jacquemart had hosted a
of Subantartic Snipe. description of the observations made bypopulation estimated at less than 30

I'n MNori mythol ogy Polynesians all thesé demuwies dgo.t h a t individuals and been their place of exile for

of the eleven sacred birds of Raka Maomao Beyond these islands, the vast southernl70 years!
(God of the winds) known as the Hakawaocean extends towards the most After many years of planning and trialling,
will impart from the heavens where itinhospitable land on earth; Antarctica.t he wor | d&s |l argest, m
resides and descend towards the earth eachHidden and isolated within this world oferadication scheme was carried out. 120
night. Interestingly, although littlknown, water are mysterious lands which enduretonnes of brodifacoum was dropped
this is more than just a myth. the relentless swells thrust upon their wallsstrategically by three helicopters over a

The Muttonblrd Islands are a group ofof sheer rock. Amidst these lands of ancientmatter of days aiming to put an end to the

3 XA 2 - harmony is Motu lhupuku, a.k.a. CampbelCa mp b e | | Il sland rats?®d
Island (11,300 ha). One km further south isunprecedented undertaking killed every last
wher e New Zeal and 0t occspyingtthe entine areanob adntost 113
extremity residesd the 19 ha Jacquemart square km.
Island. New Zealand Snipe are among the least

Europeans first contact with Motuknown of our birds, the average New
Il hupuku occurred in Zle&@lO,ndend waonidst blavev e
that t he Il sl andds alane seenrthem. Evenrresearchers have s
: cursed from this day forward. Norway ratdough time understanding much of their
s 4 .« almost certainly ran amok after the wreck ofecology; this is ironic because snipe are the
YL St LatlyR {yaLss 19 RRSO(PagEe n 1628 aRd,qyer ingmgsp characteristic bir
Y2tS a2NNR&2Yy O their population grew to such an extent thatbiogeography.

hardly any place on earth could rival their In May 2003 snipe footprints were found
unoccupied islands located in Foveauxdensity. After the removal of cattle and theon Campbell Island near monument harbor,
strait; they were visited only during monthssubsequent die off of cats annual opposite Jacquemart. The species has been
of sooty shearwater harvesting for meat andfluctuations hovered between 50,000 and conserved and their escape from exile has
oil. They were also the first and last place200,000 rats. restored a legend.
where Europeans claim to have heard the After decades of discovering, classifying Gems of Aotearoais a facebook page
Hakawai. The sound was said to mimic and naming birds, it was thought that allshowcasing New Zealand's natural world
oshell passing over hmembdrs of the New Zealandibird lrethreraral inative animals.
being | owered i nto &adlbeea taécourted dfor. wihia Iwes the§ -
stir once darkness had crept in. consensus for 50 years until one morning in

Dr Colin Miskelly put the lens of scienceNovember 1997 when a survey team
over the stories and decided to investigateconsisting of three men and two dogs
the phenomenon. His findings revealed thatlanded on Jacquemart Island in search of a
small birds known as snipe performal r eady named speci
nocturnal aerial displays which consist ofrarest duck - the Campbell Island Teal.
vocal and nonvocal components. It wasHowever, Fiddich one of the birtacking
discovered that the Hakawai sound ofdogs had other plans and within minutes of i
legend is made by air currents causingtheir arrival had chased a bird some 20 / F YL St Laf I y-Ref A 22 NNRA:
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Long legs

lots of different colours:
brown, grey, black
many species of waders.

They wade into the water

for bugs in the muddy marshes.
The beetles are their favourite!
Beady black eyes,

long bills,

pointy bills,

curly bills,

to probe the mud for lunch!

Long, thin or fat bodies,
waders vary,

their call is theirs

no sound bite to copy.
Humans drain the wet
lands to reclaim

land for themselves.

So your habitat

is in danger, waders

Yes, you are endangered!

- Elis Simpson

Dedicated to Wader Quest
By MyaRose Craig, Birdgirl In collaboration with Ita O'Donnell
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