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Wader Quest’s aims 
To raise awareness about the challenges waders face in the modern world. 

To raise funds to support wader conservation worldwide, especially those involving locally led community projects. 
 

Our mission: 
To promote, for the benefit of the public, the conservation and protection of waders or shorebirds and improve-

ments of their physical and natural habitats; and 
To advance the education of the public regarding the conservation and protection of waders or shorebirds and 

their natural habitats. 
 

Wader Quest is an entirely voluntary organisation. 
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Wader Quest news 
Trustee updates and news 
Unfortunately Nicky Fennessey had to step down as a Trustee in January 2022 due to a change in her personal circumstances. 
We wish her well and the Trustees wish to express their gratitude for the time she has spent helping direct the Charity as it  
develops and grows.   
 This left a vacancy which was filled this month by John Beaumont who has been co-opted onto the Board with 
immediate effect, his position will be ratified at the AGM in October. Before university and veterinary college,  John worked in 
Mauritius with Carl Jones on conservation projects such as the Mauritius Kestrel Falco punctatus, Pink Pigeon Nesoenas 
mayeri, Echo Parakeet Psittacula eques and on Round Island habitat restoration. All these projects are now legendary for the 
work they achieved on recovering species from a tiny surviving populations. He has also done wildlife work in UK e.g. warden 
at Red Kite Milvus milvus nests in Wales. After university John worked for the British Council and went to live in Brazil for 16 
years where he started a wildlife rescue, working with the difficult regulations there. He now lives in North Yorkshire with his 
wife and two sons and runs a website interviewing professional people from the conservation sector.  
 
Executive Committee updates and news 
Sadly, due to increased pressures of work, Andrew MacGarvey, who has been our Executive Committee Chair since June 2020, 
has had to retire from that position and the committee itself. He will remain part of the Grants Panel and of course a 
supporting member and will remain as a management consultant for the Charity.   
 Happily though, Elizabeth Anderson, Trustee and ExCo. Member has agreed to step into the breach and take up the 
reins as Chair of ExCo. 
 We are still keen to hear from anyone who has some spare time, a love of birds and a desire to help Wader Quest grow 
by getting involved with our projects and administration. You may just have the skills we are looking for. To register your 
interest and for more details, contact Rick Simpson rick.simpson@waderquest.net   
 
Grants Panel updates and news - Ray Heaton Chair Wader Quest Grants Panel 
 Wader Quest has recently made five grants to projects studying breeding behaviour in several species, and in finding 
and achieving ways to protect important nesting areas and thereby improve species survival. 
We have funded equipment (to the value of £1,500) for the ongoing study of the Nordmann’s Greenshank Tringa guttifer in 
the Russian far-east in an area where Spoon-billed Sandpiper Calidris pygmaea and Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris also nest.  
 In Nepal we have contributed (£1,000) for a study of the breeding distribution of the Wood Snipe Gallinago nemoricola 
once again. 
 We sponsored equipment to the value of (£1,000) for a study of the Fuegian Snipe Gallinago stricklandii in Patagonia. 
Also in South America we contributed (£1,000) to the Venezuelan Institute for Scientific Research for study of Wilson’s Plover 
Charadrius wilsonia on Margarita Island, Venezuela.  
 In Brazil we have helped a nesting site protection project Aves Limícolas, a sister organisation to Wader Quest Brasil by 
donating (£2,000). Working on coastal sites that are impacted by heavy recreational use and potentially by future 
development, this project has secured the help of local people and regional governance in reducing negative impacts during 
the breeding season. 
 We also continue to have contact with a water bird conservation project in Uganda on the Murchison Marshes and we 
are looking at ways to develop improved habitat protection and more studies of waders. 
 The grants pot of cash is now much depleted and any contributions would be most helpful and would enable us to 
direct funding to important projects. 
 
Talks and events news: 
 
AGM: change of date. We announced that the AGM would occur on the 16th of October this year but as it clashes with the 
Martin Mere Festival (see below) we have shifted to the following weekend of the 23rd October. All other details remain 
the same.  
 
Events planned: 
 Like last October Wader Quest intends to be able to enter a team for the Global Bird Weekend event on May 14th. We 
would welcome anyone from anywhere in the world to take part as part of Team Wader Quest  If you would like to do so all 
you have to do is, if you have one, share your eBird list for the day with WaderQuestTeam (all one word no gaps) or if not send 
us your list by email and we will do the rest. contact Rick Simpson for more information. 
 We are delighted that we will be attending the Global Bird Fair to be held on the 15th to 17th July this year at the 
Rutland Showground. We have applied to give a talk too, so watch this space and our website for news on that. We will also be 
launching four new pin badges. 
 Our annual visit to Martin Mere will be happening this year on the 15th and 16th of October (hence the change of AGM 
date above), we hope to see many of our old friends from the region at this wonderful and friendly event.  
 Of course we will also be holding our annual Wader Conservation World Watch event which will take place on the 5th 
and 6th of November. We hope to be able to surpass last year’s totals and have many more participants. 
 
 

mailto:rick.simpson@waderquest.net
https://globalbirdfair.org/
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Wader Quest news cont’d 
Wing Threads update 
Some time ago our friend Milly Formby, aka Microlight 
Milly, had an idea to fly the migration route of the waders 
that winter in Australia in a Microlight aircraft. She has 
been developing the idea with much success and a few 
setbacks, including broken bones, but the next stage of her 
project is about to get underway when she flies around the 
coast of Australia. We are of course proud to have been 
involved since the outset of this brilliant idea and are very 
proud also to have our logo displayed on her aircraft. To 
find out much more detail and how you can help buy 
buying her amazing merchandising, go to her website:  
Wing Threads 
 
Recent donations we’ve made 
Sometimes there are good causes that we feel that we should support. Not all of them are just about waders, in which case we 
will send a donation, made from our general funds very often, to show support for people who are doing good things.  
 Four such donations have been made recently. 

• USA $250: Supporting Alvaro Jaramillo in his fundraising for research into the Phalaropes at Mono Lake in 
California as appeared in the previous newsletter. 

• Netherlands €50: Young people getting involved in and fundraising for conservation is always something we 
support, especially if it is focussing on work that will benefit waders.  A team, called Bird Boys comprising three 
teenagers is competing in the Texel Big Day bird race to raise funds for coastal breeding birds. (See page 21 for 
more details.) 

• New Zealand NZ$100: Another youngster getting involved in wader conservation, creating a fundraiser in aid of 
the Black Stilt  Himantopus novaezelandiae, is Billie Hinch who raised NZ$515 to support their conservation. (See 
page 24 for more details.) 

• Guatemala $60: In 2019, Varinia Sagastume and Bianca Bosarreyes two Guatemalan biologists specializing in the 
study and observation of birds found themselves with an opportunity: to represent Guatemala joining 13 other 
countries in the Americas, in the fight to preserve the habitats on which migratory shorebirds depend. We 
featured a mural that they had created as part of their awareness raising efforts in a local community in the last 
newsletter (read article here). 
 For two and a half years, they have worked together with Guatemalan and international institutions to 
show the importance that these birds have for the health of the environment, as well as the benefits that 
conservation can provide to local communities and the country's economy. Their story is inspiring and now they 
are fundraising to tell the story through photos, a text and a short video, the achievements that they have made 
since 2019. Fundraiser by Jorge Rodríguez : Bianca and Vary's story (gofundme.com)  

 
10 years on, what has happened to the spoonies? 
 It is to the plight of the Spoon-billed Sandpiper that Wader 
Quest owes its existence. The organisation started out as a 
fundraiser to donate money to the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust 
captive breeding programme and it has developed a great deal 
since then.  
 But what of the plight of the Spoonies? How are they 
faring? There are a umber of aspects to this and the one closest 
to home for us is what is happening at the captive breeding 
programme. Sadly there have not been any more breeding 
successes since 2019 and the ageing captive population is 
dwindling. This is very sad, and disappointing, as it seems that the 
other aspects of the Spoonies’ survival are also not doing well and 
there probably has never been a greater need for a captive 
breeding population. 
 The headstarting has given the species a boost for sure 
and certainly has prolonged the existence of the species, but it 
seems it is not enough as the wild population is still declining, 
albeit at a slower rate, and now it is thought that there are fewer 
than 500 breeding adults in the world. 
 A recent article sums this continued decline; read it here:  
Fewer than 500 left: why saving Spoonie is a race against time 
 
 
 

Wader Quest logo on Milly’s microlite - Milly Formby 

Spoon-billed Sandpiper - Chris Miller 

https://wingthreads.com/?msclkid=c5fbec0ecebd11ecbae3e406f2ff7f03
https://www.waderquest.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Jan-2022-newsletterR3.pdf
https://www.waderquest.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Varinia-SagastumeR.pdf
https://www.gofundme.com/f/bianca-and-varys-story?utm_medium=email&utm_source=product&utm_campaign=p_email_m_pd-5332-donation-receipt-adyen&utm_content=internal
https://www.birdlife.org/news/2022/05/06/fewer-than-500-left-why-saving-spoonie-is-a-race-against-time/
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Wader Quest news cont’d 
Forthcoming talks see the website talk schedule for details: 
 Live/Zoom Date  Group                                                               Talk title  
 Live  19/05/2022 Chorleywood RSPB local group (2nd) Seapies, Smudgies and Tobies: The World’s my  
           Oystercatcher 
 Live  26/05/2022 N W Surrey RSPB local group (3)  Seapies, Smudgies and Tobies: The World’s my  
           Oystercatcher 
 Live  14/06/2022 N E London RSPB  local group (2)  A Quest for Waders  
 Zoom  26/06/2022 Fylde Bird Club    Wader Quest 
 Live  27/09/2022 Gravesend RSPB local group (3)  A Quest for Waders 
 Live  01/10/2022 Gwent Ornithological Society  Wader Quest 
 

Association of Animal Artists Exhibition on now! 
 
Every year the Association of Animal Artists (AAA) generously 
selects a charity to benefit from fundraising by their members 
during that year, this year they have selected Wader Quest to be 
that beneficiary. 
 We are of course delighted and very grateful to this 
wonderful collection of artists who have offered to give up a 
proportion of any sale price to help us to fund our aims. 
 Part of that fundraising involves two exhibitions where the 
members’ work is displayed and sold, and the first of these is 
happening now; 
 From the 8th April to 15th May you will be able to 
visit Castle Park Arts Centre in Frodsham.  
 There you will be able to admire artworks created in a wide 
range of media including acrylics, oils, coloured pencils and pastels 
and even interesting printing methods. This means that there’s a 
whole host of styles on display at each exhibition, making them a 
true celebration of all natures’ beauty. 
 All exhibited work is for sale, with a percentage of proceeds 
going to Wader Quest. 
 Please do visit the exhibition, it’s open to everyone and is 
free to enter. 
 Feel free to spread the word and visit AAA on Instagram: or 
the AAA’s Facebook event to share it and invite all your friends 
too! The more of these wonderful artworks that are sold, the 
greater the benefit will be to wader conservation.  We look 
forward to working with the AAA during our anniversary year. 

Bird Fair is back; new name, new location: 
Rutland Showground, Oakham, Rutland 

UK.  LE15 7TW   

 CHANGE OF AGM DATE! 
The virtual AGM will now be held  

on 23rd October 2022.  
 

Keynote speaker: 
Nigel Clark - Spoon-billed Sandpiper Task Force  

 
Nigel will give an overview of what has happened to the 
Spoon-billed Sandpiper since Wader Quest’s first 
engagement with the species that led to the charity’s 
existence. 
 Nigel was instrumental in motivating Rick and Elis to 
found Wader Quest as it was a talk by him that inspired 
them to get involved. So we are pleased to welcome him to 
bring us up to date. 

There will another exhibition if you miss this one: Granary Art Gallery, Weston Park, Weston-under-Lizard, 
Shifnal, TF11 8LE  - 29th October - 30th November 

https://www.waderquest.net/talks-schedule/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CawlJf2tad0/
https://www.facebook.com/AssociationAnimalArtists
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Wader Quest news cont’d 

Want to Join Team Wader 
Quest for the Global Big 
Day on the 14th of May? 

 
If so all you need to do is go birding, anywhere in the world, 
and then share your eBird list with: 

WaderQuestTeam (no gaps). 
 
If you don’t have an eBird account, then simply record your 
location, time, duration on site, observers and bird list and 
email the information to info@waderquest.net and we will do 
the rest. 
 
If you are unable to take part by birding on that day, then you 
can help us to raise funds for BirdLife International by 
donating to our fundraising page and getting your friends and 
colleagues to do so as well: 
 

WaderQuestFacebookFundraiser  

https://www.facebook.com/donate/1052719695314970/
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Text in Portuguese. 
With the slow and safe resumption of face-to-face activities, we are extending our campaigns beyond the virtual world. On May 
9, "Municipal Wader Day" is celebrated in the municipality of Peruíbe, in accordance with the law created by Wader Quest 
Brasil, Projeto Aves Limícolas, MoCAN and COMBEM. On that day we will have an environmental education tent and an 
exhibition of photos of waders that occur in the municipality. In this tent we will explain to people that we need to learn to 
share the beach with these birds that have less and less space. 
 This face-to-face activity is not enough however, so we have publicized the campaign on social media. This time, the 
artist Hellen Barreiros emphasized the risks that waders face on the beaches. The artworks highlight how cars, dogs and even 
bird watchers can interfere with the life cycle of these birds. This is a sympathetic campaign that seeks to bring even more 
people to the cause of bird protection. 
 The beaches of the São Paulo coast receive many migratory waders, especially from September, as well as the resident 
species that remain here. These same beaches are among the most frequented by tourists, in the spring and southern summer. 
We have strict laws that prohibit the presence of unauthorized vehicles and domestic animals on the beach, however, they lack 
the necessary supervision for the laws to be enforced. 
 Our work here, together with local environmentalists and managers, is to promote compliance with existing local council 
laws.. But our campaigns go further: they intend to reach people's hearts, so that they learn to love these birds removing the 
need or supervision, because environmental awareness will make them think twice before disturbing the waders. 

Wader Quest Brasil campaigns  

- Karina Ávila and Bruno Lima 

 

"Share the beach with coastal birds"  "Did you know that the beach is home to may 
coastal birds? The breed, feed and shelter on the 
beach. Most of them are exhausted, recovering 

their energy a long migratory flight!"  

"Unleashed dogs instinctively are in the habit of 
chasing coastal birds. As these birds are tired, 

recovering after a long flight, evading a dog could 
cause the birds to die of exhaustion."  

"Dogs can also attack the chicks and eggs of birds 
like the American Oystercatcher that only has the 

beaches on which to breed."  

"To photograph or watch coastal birds, 
always maintain a minimal distance of 
50metres"  

"Vehicles on the beach are responsible 
for the deaths of many coastal birds, 
which are there to rest, feed and make 
their nests."  

"Apart from the risk being run over 
vehicles also scare the birds causing 
them to use energy unnecessarily - 

fatal for an already tired bird."  

"Unknowingly, very often we too can 
cause disturbance to these birds. 

Let’s be part of the solution!"  

"Share the beach with the coastal birds." 

https://www.waderquest.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Campanha.pdf
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In the last newsletter, we talked about the importance of the lagoon and maritime complex of Cananéia, Ilha Comprida and 
Iguape, on the south coast of the State of São Paulo. Part of this estuary is threatened by the construction of several tall 
buildings, in the midst of the migratory route of waders or shorebirds. 
 Wader Quest Brasil and Projeto Aves Limícolas are helping in the fight against these buildings, through official 
documents with lists of threatened species and by engaging with local bird watchers. We were invited by the Ilha Comprida 
Bird Watchers Club (COA Ilha Comprida) a very active and thriving group, to participate in a birdwatching activity against the 
construction of buildings. The outing was carried out on the beach close to the site of the project, where many shorebirds are 
concentrated and is a well-known breeding ground for the American Oystercatcher Haematopus palliatus. In addition, we 
made a brief survey of the water birds that live in a pond immediately behind where the buildings will be constructed. 

Birdwatching outing at the proposed building site. — COA Ilha Comprida  

"My coastal birds hero dog" 

Wader Quest Brasil campaigns  

- Karina Ávila and Bruno Lima 

Wader Quest Brasil no Lagamar  

- Karina Ávila and Bruno Lima 
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Text in Portuguese. 
On the same day, we gave a talk to members of COA Ilha Comprida and guests 
talking about the migratory and resident shorebirds of Ilha Comprida and told 
about the activities of Wader Quest Brasil and Projeto Aves Limícolas in the 
region. We explained that in addition to buildings, cars and dogs are major 
problems faced by shorebirds on site. We gave tips on how to identify the most 
common migratory shorebirds that appear on beaches and at what time of year 
they can be found. This activity was only possible thanks to the support of 
Wader Quest, which funded all the transfers and promotional material we used. 
We were very well received by the members of COA Ilha Comprida, of which we 
are now also a part. 
 Ilha Comprida has been the focus of our attention due to the large 
number of Nearctic shorebirds that pass through there. In addition, the island is 
one of the last breeding grounds in the state of São Paulo for the American 
Oystercatcher and the Collared Plover Charadrius collaris. With the support of 
COA Ilha Comprida and some local municipal managers, we were able to obtain 
authorization to install educational boards on shorebirds at tourist attractions in 
the municipality. 

Wader Quest Brasil no Lagamar - cont’d 

White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis — Karina Ávila  

Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus — Karina Ávila  

Scarlet Ibis Eudocimus ruber — Karina Ávila  

Karina and Bruno giving their talk to COA Ilha 
Comprida — COA Ilha Comprida  

Birdwatching on the beach — COA Ilha Comprida  

A wealth of birdlife Royal Thalasseus maximus and Cayenne Terns Thalasseus acuflavidus eurygnathus, Neotropic Cormorants Nannopterum brasilianum, 
Snowy Egretta thula, Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea and Scarlet Ibises on Ilha Comprida — Karina Ávila  

https://www.waderquest.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Wader-Quest-Brasil-no-Lagamar.pdf
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Every year in the month of March, Southern African wader 
watchers report numerous sightings of wader rarities in good 
numbers, via our local e-mail group (known as “sabirdnet”), 
which is administered by the inimitable Trevor Hardaker. 
 These rarities become easier to pick out amongst the 
thousands of more common waders, owing to their change in 
plumage from the dull non-breeding appearance to the more 
colourful breeding feathers. All the photographs in this 
article are taken from the bi-weekly reports that are put out 
by Trevor under the banner of SA Rare Bird News Report.  
 Amongst the Phalaropes, both Red-necked Phalaropus 
lobatus and Red Phalaropes Phalaropus fulicarius are 
observed every year, with Wilson’s Phalarope Phalaropus 
tricolor only occurring once in a while. Red-necked 
Phalaropes have been particularly common this year, 
showing up in many spots around the coastline, with only 
two sightings of Red Phalarope, both at inland localities. 
         Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus is 
another widely scattered visitor from the northern 
hemisphere but is easily picked out when compared with its 
local cousin African Oystercatcher Haematopus moquini. 
     The visiting sandpipers are often difficult to tell apart, 
except when they start to develop their breeding plumage. 
Both Pectoral Calidris melanotus and Baird’s Calidris bairdii 

were on show during March as well as Broad-billed 
Calidris fuliginosus.     
    Last, but not least, there are the stunning Crab 
Plovers Dromus ardeola that arrive on the 
Mozambique coast from their breeding grounds in 
the Middle East. Local birders make the journey from 
all over the sub-region in order to “feast their eyes” 
on the spectacular flock near Vilanculos.     

Red-necked Phalarope at Kliphoek Salt Pans — Dana Goldberg 

Broad-billed Sandpiper Calidris falcinellus — James Hogg  

Eurasian Oystercatcher with African Oystercatchers in Umhlanga  
- Norman Lok 

Wader Quest South Africa: Southern 
African rarities regional round-up  

- Peter Sharland  

Crab Plovers on the San Sebastian Peninsula — Garret Skead  

Pectoral and Baird’s Sandpipers at Paardevlei   
- Stanislav Novotny 
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The British Trust for Ornithology and Scottish Ornithologists’ Club run their Scottish 
Birdwatchers’ Conference each spring. After a Covid-enforced zoom-only event in 2021 
they were able to hold a physical event once again this year. As Rick and Elis were sadly 
unable to attend, we  headed to the event at Elgin Town Hall for a day of talks themed 
around ‘Northern Seas and Coasts’. The conference always has something on offer for 
the wader-enthusiast, and this year was no different. 
 

Moray Firth Curlew Studies by Bob Swann 
 
The first wader-themed talk was by Bob Swann of the 
Highland Ringing Group. He gave us a fascinating insight 
into their work studying wintering Eurasian Curlews 
Numenius arquata on the Moray Firth. They have been 
studying Curlews there since the late 1970s in recognition of 
the fact that up to 4000 birds winter in the area each year. 
 Interestingly, although their results show year to 
year fluctuations, numbers wintering on the Firth are stable. 
This is a quite different picture from the rest of the UK. On 
other wintering sites, numbers increased from the 1980s 
until the early 2000s (possibly because of the introduction 
of a hunting ban in 1981) but are now declining steeply.  
 This contrast in fortunes could be due to location. 
Curlews wintering on the Moray Firth breed in 
Fennoscandia and northern Scotland so have a noticeably 
short distance to travel at the start and end of each 
breeding season. This makes the Firth prime real estate and 
may explain its popularity. 
 The group has also studied birds by gender and age 
and their results were equally interesting, although 
worryingly, there are signs of trouble ahead. A potentially 
aging Curlew population on the Firth means that the area 
may no longer buck the national trend when it comes to 
stability in the future. 
 

The Migrations of Greenshanks and Wood Sandpipers Breeding in Northern Scotland by Ron Summers 
 

Ron Summers is also part of the Highland 
Ringing Group and was next to speak. His 
talk focused on the use of geolocators to 
determine where Scottish breeding 
Common Greenshanks Tringa nebularia 
and Wood Sandpipers Tringa glareola go 
for the winter. It was known that both 
generally winter in the tropics, but the 
ringing group wanted to find out if there 
was any pattern for Scottish birds. 
 Incubating birds of both species 
were found in northern Scotland, and 
geolocators were attached. They were 
also colour-ringed in the hope of receiving 
visual reports of the birds before 
recapture gave access to the geolocators.  
 A combination of sightings and 
geolocator data showed that Scottish 
Greenshanks winter no further south than 
southern France, rather than the tropics. 

  Scottish  Ornithologists’ Club logo 

The Scottish Birdwatchers’ Conference 19th 

March 2022 - Andrew Whitelee & Penny Insole 

Greenshank unusually wintering in Inverness -  Penny Insole 

Colour-ringed Curlew on the Moray Firth -  Penny Insole 
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Birds were recorded in Ireland, Wales, England and France and 
were site faithful both over the winter and between winters. 
 Wood Sandpiper records, however, all showed Scottish 
birds winter in West Africa, predominantly Senegal. Their 
migration takes place in stages as they refuel en route, with 
the longest stop just before crossing the Sahara. 
 

Northern Seas and Coasts 
 

The rest of the day had many highlights. Roy Dennis 
reminisced about working with seabirds on Fair Isle, long 
before he found fame for his involvement in various raptor 
reintroduction projects. Colin Moffat of Robert Gordon 
University introduced us to the many challenges facing the 
marine environment and we also heard about tracking Arctic 
Skuas. 

Red Knots at Anna Plains Sanctuary Zone, 80 

Mile Beach Marine Park - Chris Hassell 
Here is another short report from 
Global Flyway Network Australia. 
 It follows on from reports 
on scanning trips from 2020-10, 
2021-04 and 2021-10 which can 
be viewed through links on the 
article. It might be of particular 
interest to those of you who have 
worked on the Anna Plains 
section of 80 Mile Beach or have 
a keen interest in Red Knots.  
Read full article here.   Red Knots — Chris Hassell  

The Scottish Birdwatchers’ Conference 19th 

March 2022 - cont’d 

 

Wood Sandpiper at a staging post in England on its southern migration  
– Penny Insole 

From the library - British Game: Brian Vesey-
Fitzgerald (1946)  
‘If the drumming [of Common Snipe] is instrumental, would not other snipe produce 
the sound in the same way? The great snipe drums : and the great snipe has no outer 
tail feathers capable of producing such a sound in flight. Furthermore, the great snipe 
has been observed to drum on the ground. The jack snipe drums, producing a loud 
noise like a horse galloping on hard ground, and the jack snipe, though he soars to a 
great height and swoops downwards, has no tail feathers capable of producing such 
a sound. And finally, the common snipe has been observed apparently to drum on the 
ground, not once, but several times. In view of all these matters - and I do not think 
you can dismiss them lightly as being due to faulty observation - I found it impossible 
to accept the tail-feather theory and in a book I wrote [A Book of British Waders], 
published as recently as 1939, I plumped for the vocal theory. I have  since changed 
my mind. I now believe that the sound is instrumental. I have changed my mind 
because since the publication of that book I observed three different snipe drumming 
on three different occasions, in three different places, and all three in the course of 
their downward swoop, and while producing the bleating sound uttered the chicka-
chickarr love song. I do not believe that any living creature can produce two utterly 
different vocal sounds at the same moment. One of them must be instrumental and I 
know the chicka-chickarr is not.’ 

https://www.waderquest.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/A-scanning-trip-2022-04.pdf
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Just ten miles (20 km) East of central London is not where you would expect to find an extensive and wildlife-rich wilderness, 
but there it lies. Only 2.5 miles (4.5 km) inside London's 'beltway', the M25 motorway, which carries thousands of vehicles daily 
over the River Thames via the QE2 Bridge and is visible from the reserve. 'Rainham Marshes' is a mosaic of habitats (freshwater 
lagoons, reed-beds, grassland and salt-marsh) on the northern shore of the River Thames in the London Borough of Havering 
between the Essex towns of Rainham and Purfleet. The name refers generally to a region that incorporates Rainham, 
Wennington and Aveley Marshes plus an adjacent landfill that is gradually being restored to grass and parkland.  
 It occupies 1,450 acres (588 hectares) in an area approximately 3 miles by 1.5 miles (4.8 by 2.4 km) at its widest points. 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) protects a total area of 1,015 acres (411 hectares), of which about 70% are 
within the Inner Thames Marshes Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), which itself covers 1,184 acres (479.3 hectares).   
Read full article here. 

American Avocets in Anguilla - Jackie Cestero 

It has been 23 years since American Avocets 
Recurvirostra americana have graced Anguilla 
with their presence. The published literature tells 
us the last time this species was recorded here 
was in June of 1999 when two birds were seen 
on Sandy and Scrub Islands. 2022 changed all 
that! 
 In early January (the 11th to be precise) 
while counting birds on Rendezvous Bay Pond 
Important Bird Area (IBA), an unusual form 
appeared among a large group of Black-necked 
Stilts Himantopus mexicana feeding at the 
northern side of the pond. Upon closer review of 
the photographs and a look by our favourite 
eBird reviewer Steven Mlodinow, a single bird 
was confirmed. Early the next morning, I rushed 
back to the site to find TWO birds in the same 
spot! Read full article here. 

Rainham Common a site profile - Wader Quest  

Wennington and Aveley Marshes in winter © Wader Quest 

  American Avocet female © Jackie Cestero 

https://www.waderquest.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Rainham-Marshes-A-Site-Profile..pdf
https://www.waderquest.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Anguilla-Am-Acs.pdf
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 The Future for Phalaropes: Phalarope Research at 
Mono Lake and Beyond - Ryan Carle 

Perhaps you’ve been to or heard of Mono Lake, a strange salty inland sea in Eastern California nestled beneath the towering 
Sierra Nevada mountains, at the edge of the Great Basin Desert. Maybe you’ve stood on its shores as several thousand 
phalaropes takes to the air, swirling and making lightening quick hair-pin turns in unison, maybe even heard the “whoosh” of 
hundreds of them flying low over your kayak. If so, you’ll know these diminutive charmers can capture your heart, and how 
they embody the unique spirit of saline lakes. If you have not yet met these little shorebirds, (they weigh less than a golf ball!), 
you might be surprised to see them bely their “shorebird” taxonomic status by swimming miles from shore. Either way, I 
suggest getting to know these little fellows, either in person or virtually - they are fragile and strong, elegant and silly, ocean-
going and desert-going, and altogether inspiring.   

Wilson’s Phalropus tricolor and Red-necked Phalaropes P. lobatus have won the hearts of many, but unfortunately have 
received little recent conservation attention. Other shorebirds with more obvious conservation needs have understandably 
been prioritized. However, Wilson’s and Red-necked Phalarope population trends are essentially unknown because of lack of 
data, and until our research project began, the last full-lake Mono Lake surveys focused on phalaropes had occurred in the mid
-1990s.  
 There is reason to be concerned for the future of phalaropes, which rely on extreme environments that are highly 
vulnerable to climate change. They breed in northern latitudes of North America, and then stop at saline lakes in the western 
U.S., where they fatten up on alkali flies before migrating south. Wilson’s Phalaropes journey to saline lakes in the Andes, Ted-
necked to the Pacific Ocean off South America. Phalaropes’ fate is entwined with saline lakes, which worldwide are 
existentially threatened by water diversion and climate change. The familiar stories of the threats to Owens and Mono Lakes 
are being repeated around the globe, from Great Salt Lake, which this year hit its lowest water level on record, to the Andes, 
where mining, especially for lithium, is threatening water levels of high altitude saline lagoons.    
 Around 2018, I heard park managers were concerned that fewer phalaropes were being seen at Mono Lake. No one was 
sure whether there really were fewer visiting, if they were just in inaccessible parts of the lake, or had moved to other places 
like Great Salt Lake. In 2019 I and my colleague Dr Margaret Rubega (a professor at University of Connecticut) launched a 
project to begin full-lake Mono Lake phalarope-focused surveys for the first time in decades (though a nod to Deborah House 
of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, who tallied phalaropes as part of other shore-based waterbird surveys in the 
interim). 2021 is our third year of surveys, during which we survey every two weeks from early July to mid-September, 

 Phalaropes ay Mono Lake — David Carle  
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 The Future for Phalaropes: Phalarope Research at 
Mono Lake and Beyond - cont’d 

counting from a boat at a series 
of fixed count stations, with 
volunteers counting at 
additional shore locations. This 
intense effort is needed because 
the two phalaropes come at 
different times, and timing 
varies each year.  
 We have consistently 
found phalaropes far out in the 
shallow waters of the north-
eastern part of Mono Lake. 
Some of the perceived decline 
may just be that the birds are 
using incredibly remote and 
inaccessible habitat, where they 
are miles from shore on the 
water. Our peak Wilson’s 
Phalarope counts at Mono Lake were around 11,000 birds in 2019, 3,000 in 2020, and 45,000 in 2021! The 2021 result was 
encouraging because the last time such large numbers of Wilson’s Phalaropes had been officially documented at Mono was in 
1988. However, the previous two years’ results were worrisome when compared with historic numbers: 50,000 Wilson’s 
Phalaropes or more were a regular occurrence at Mono Lake in the 1980s. These results show the importance of long-term 

monitoring, since there are large annual fluctuations in numbers, and also the need 
to coordinate surveys at a scale beyond just Mono Lake. 
 Accordingly, we are coordinating the timing of our surveys with 5 other 
major phalarope stop-over sites in the Great Basin—Great Salt Lake, Lake Abert, 
Owens Lake, San Francisco Bay, and Lake Chaplin - in order to better see the big 
picture. At this scale, we can see that the increase in Wilson’s Phalaropes at Mono 
Lake in 2021 was not replicated at other sites. The numbers from all the sites 
together were on the low side in 2021. It may be there were big flocks of Wilson’s 
Phalaropes at Mono Lake because fewer birds went to places like Lake Abert, 
Oregon, which has essentially dried up this year.   
 Peak Red-necked Phalarope numbers at Mono Lake were around 5,500 in 
2019 and 11,000 in 2020 (it is still too soon to report a peak for 2021 for this 
species). Historical peaks were in the range of 8,000 - 18,000 birds; more years of 
monitoring are needed to get a better sense of contemporary trends.   
 Another rewarding part of this project has been bringing people from all 
around the Americas together for the sake of phalaropes. In 2019, we formed an 
International Phalarope Working Group, and hosted a meeting at Mono Lake of 
researchers and managers from Argentina, Chile, Peru, Paraguay, and all around the 
U.S. Happily, this happened before the pandemic so we all met in-person! We 
identified threats, research and conservation needs, and steps forward for 

Phalarope flock — Ryan Carle  

South America survey - Rozy Bathrick  Salar de las parinas chile -  Ryan Carle 

 

Red-necked Phalarope — Ryan Carle  
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phalaropes. Some ideas have already come to fruition, such as the coordinated surveys at Great Basin lakes, and a survey of 
phalarope habitat across South America that took me to remote parts of the Chilean Andes in 2020. That survey was 
coordinated by WHSRN, and was the first time that phalarope non-breeding habitat was fully surveyed in South America.   
 We plan to continuing our survey efforts in both North and South America. In 2022, we also plan to begin tagging 
phalaropes at Mono Lake to better understand their migrations, local movements, and connectivity between sites.  
 To learn more about this project visit the Oikonos website Wilson’s Phalarope page. We are seeking financial support to 
continue this fledgling project! Chilean birder extraordinaire Alvaro Jaramillo recently held a “Big Walk” fundraiser for the 
project, which was hugely successful, raising $13,000 for phalaropes. That fundraiser is still live at Alvaro’s Big Walk for 
Phalaropes page if you’d like to help us continue this work.   

Wader Conservation 
World Watch 9 

5th—6th Nov 
2022 

 
If you would like to help organise and develop this 
event on an International, national, regional or local 
scale, then please email for more details; 

 wcww@waderquest.net  

The Future for Phalaropes: Phalarope Research at 
Mono Lake and Beyond - cont’d 

Phalaropes ay Mono Lake - Samuel Rapp  

 

Killdeer Charadrius vociferus -  Elis Simpson 

https://www.oikonos.org/species/wilsons-phalarope
https://secure.givelively.org/donate/oikonos-ecosystem-knowledge/alvaro-s-big-walk-for-phalaropes
https://secure.givelively.org/donate/oikonos-ecosystem-knowledge/alvaro-s-big-walk-for-phalaropes
mailto:rick.simpson@waderquest.net
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The Sands Of Change: Series 2 Episode 10  

- Nature’s Valley Trust 
‘These stories were written in order to 
make our coastal work, namely the 
shorebird component of coastal impact 
programme, more accessible to the lay-
person. This is the person to whom the 
jargon of scientific work does not 
resonate but they do indeed still care for 
our environment and the animals that live 
in it. So we use a social media platform to 
bridge the gap, to share the plight of the 
shorebirds in a way that appeals to 
everyone. With this out the box idea we 
try to connect people emotionally to 
shorebirds, and of course to spread 
awareness in that way. Everyone loves a 
good soapy! 
 These stories are written mainly by 
the interns and staff of NVT who work on 
the shorebird programme. We grow to know each and every pair of shorebirds that nest on Nature's Valley and Lookout beach 
very well and try to make it a bit easier for them to fledge their young. We are with the nests from egg to fledge, constantly 
monitoring and so we get very well acquainted with the social structure and general behaviour of the adults. The stories are 
based on true events with a little bit of imagination added here and there to make it a palatable read.’  
- Brittany Arendse NVT. 

It can be all encompassing. This thick cloud that falls from the sky to engulf 
us wholly. This heavy veil consuming us from all around. However, unlike a 
veil, this watery mass fails to protect, rather it conceals the secrets held by 
the sands, it serves to confuse and distort our every view of reality, making 
us feel as if warm sunny skies are but a memory of the past, as if we will 
never escape from its dark shroud of oppression. We long for the days when 
we lived in blissful ignorance and had hope for the future. Now it seems we 
can never escape the dense mist which surrounds us and the confusion and 
anguish it brings with it.  
 These were but a few of the sentiments felt on the day researchers 
came across her. Like an apparition she appeared out of the thick and 
unrelenting fog. This little ghost-like figure harrowed by the mere magnitude 
of the sorrows life so often holds for us. Her light colouration, the distortion 
of her limbs, her laboured waddle across the damp and pitiless sand. Could 
the fog have been clouding our researcher’s vision? Or could this wretched 
little figure be one researchers knew well in days gone by?  
 Pretty little Pearl. She used to have a life many would envy. She was 

   Wretched little figure could it be Pearl?  - NVT 
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happily paired with the gorgeous yet fickle 
Ed and the pair had two beautiful 
youngsters to care for. However, as we 
know all too well the sands never stagnate 
and this capricious beast was about to 
unleash unknown heart-break to dear 
little Pearl. Disaster struck when one of 
her offspring was mercilessly taken far too 
soon, by an unknown but deadly disease. 
More sorrow was to follow quickly as the 
illustrious Ed soon abandoned this 
stunning female to pursue greener 
pastures.  
 Left destitute and isolated after her 
remaining chick left the nest, beautiful 
little Pearl was forced to roam the water’s 
edge silently and alone. The fog was 
setting in, densely surrounding this broken 
little plover, hiding the next tragedy that 
was about to befall this light-coloured 
beauty, masking her tormentor from plain 
view.   
 This oppressor moves silently 
across the sand. This nearly invisible and 
callous tyrant which roams the beaches 
from dusk till dawn. Discarded and tossed 
aside by forgetful fishermen. Known 
plainly as Fishing Line. This remorseless 
fiend had inextricably wrapped itself 
around Pearl’s legs and soon this broken 
little plover was seen hobbling around 
getting thinner and thinner by the day, her 
toes and legs a mere distortion of their 
once pristine beauty.   
 Then, as if evaporating into thin air 
she was gone, not to be seen again on the 
beach of Nature’s Valley. Taken so soon, 
by such a brutal killer. This, at least, is 
what researchers thought late in 2017 
when little Pearl’s marred footprints 
seemed to disappear overnight. Yet the 
mist was growing thicker, scheming with 
the sands to conceal the mysteries of our 
beloved shoreline. As the mist was setting 
in, covering the valley like an 
impenetrable blanket, she appeared once 
more, our little phantom slowly taking 
shape out of the fog. 
 Hopeful of some comfort this 
wretched little female was spotted close 
to her pervious mate, near the shop 
entrance. Surely Ed would take pity on 
this downtrodden little plover? It seems 
heart-break was to follow our little plover 
as the unfeeling Ed had since moved on 
with Violet. A vibrant young plover, 
missing one of her feet. The unfeeling Ed 
seemed to worry little about Pearl, 
choosing instead to stick close to Violet, 
who recently produced two beautiful     An uncaring Ed - NVT 

The Sands of Change: Series 2 Episode 8 - cont’d 

    Pearl in happier days -  NVT 

   Pearl now, following a fishing line incident - NVT 
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Mongolian Sandplover — Martin Cachard  

little eggs in the sand.   
 So what life awaits brow-beaten little Pearl? Will 
she be forced to wander the empty shores forced to 
hold on to the memories of a bright and promising life 
cut short far too soon? She seems to be staying close to 
the stomping ground of Ed and Violet. So, will this 
mangled little female forever have to be reminded of a 
life she might have lived had the sands just conspired in 
her favour? What untold horrors and trials await our 
ghostly plover? Will the mist consume her once more or 
will she continue to survive on the edge? We can but go 
with the wind and see what the mist will conceal and 
what the tides will reveal about the fate of our dear 
little plover named Pearl.  
 This thick mass that surrounds us. This heavy 
cloak that represses us. This precipitant blurs our view, 
twisting all visions of reality. We can but wait and see if 
the mist will clear, wait to see if the fog will lift its 
overpowering veil and release us from this domineering 
burden we feel. Until then we must live with the 
mysteries that surround us, we must move forward 
through this thick haze of the unknown. Powerless 
against the elements. Weak against their authority. 
Fragile, as we move through this haze that consumes us 
to our core.         

    Ed and the vivaceous Violet - NVT 

The Sands of Change: Series 2 Episode 8 - cont’d 

Lesser Sandplover Charadrius mongolus has been shown to be two species in a recent study. 
 When we travelled the world in search of waders we arbitrarily decided that we would split the Lesser Sandplovers into 
two species; Lesser and Mongolian Sandplover. The former comprised the subspecies atrifrons, pamirensis and schaeferi and 
Mongolian mongolus and stegmanni.  I honestly believed that it was just a matter of time until the science agreed. 
 However, after the travelling we were persuaded that we were wrong to do so, although our gut feeling was that it ‘felt 
right’. Still who were we to argue? Now though it seems we should have stuck to our guns as a recent study shows that the 
mongolus pair of subspecies are actually more closely related to Greater Sandplover Charadrius leschenaultii than they are to 
the atrifrons group! We were recently gifted the Masked Vanellus miles and Black-shouldered Lapwing Vanellus 
novaeshollandiae split and now we have this returned to us. 
 Where we depart from the findings of this study is in their English names for the three species. They suggested that the 
split Lesser and Mongolian Sandplovers should be called ‘Tibetan’ and ‘Siberian’ Sandplover respectively. They then reasoned 
that  since neither was any longer called Lesser, in their view, there was no need for a Greater Sandplover, therefore that 
should become ‘Desert’ Sandplover. Since we are of the ‘if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it’ persuasion, we believe that Lesser, 
Greater and Mongolian work well enough, as indeed they always have done for some of us. For the time being at least we will 
not be adopting those new English names but the scientific taxonomy is already installed in our website. 

Lesser Sandplover Charadrius mongolus split  
- Rick Simpson. 

Greater Sandplover — Elis Simpson  Lesser Sandplover — Ganesh Jayaraman  
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Wader news from around the world - in brief 
EUROPE. 
 
Belarus: Unfortunately conservationists have 
been caught up in the madness that is 
happening in the east of our regions around the 
invasion of Ukraine by Russian forces. In 
Belarus, an ally of the Russian Federation, 
conservationists have been accused of extremist 
activities and forced to shut down their 
organisations. Some BirdLife Belarus (APB) 
employees were arrested for attempting to 
destabilise the political situation using bird 
conservation as a cover for their activities, one 
has spent at least 6 moths in jail.  
 We have been able to contact the people 
whom we helped recently in Belarus and can 
report that at the time of contact they were all 
OK.  Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola at Turov Meadows,  Belarus - Tatsiana Raminava  

Ukraine: During a time of conflict little thought is 
given to how the upheaval will be affecting wildlife. 
However a recent article by Les Underhill highlights 
the importance of Ukraine as a staging post for one 
particular species of wader, the Curlew Sandpiper 
Calidris ferruginea.  
 At this time of year in the Sivesh region of 
Ukraine, which is a series of lagoons in the disputed 
region of Crimea, there are estimated to be around 
66,000 Curlew Sandpipers. This lies at the western 
edge of the Sea of Azov, along the coast of which 
cities such a Mariupol, very much in the conflict 
zone, are situated. 
 In April and May, Curlew Sandpipers, and 
many other waders, will pass through the battle 
zones of the eastern Ukraine. How badly affected 
the habitats that they rely on will be we cannot tell, 
but they will certainly be degraded by weaponry 
used to clear cover, bomb craters and the pollution 
from the machinery of war. In this conflict also, 
potentially,  chemical or even nuclear weapons.  All 
of this leads to direct or indirect deaths caused to 
wildlife and will drive downward trends in 
populations. At the same time, as we have seen in 
Belarus (see above), conservation gets interrupted 
and research stops. If there are desperate people 
who are trapped and hungry, they will turn to the 
wild creatures around them as a source of food  and 
will not be dissuaded from entering sensitive areas 
by signs asking them to keep out.  
 Curlew Sandpipers that have been trapped in 
Ukraine in the past have connected the area with 
many European countries such as Norway, Finland, 
Poland, Swede, Germany, UK, France, Spain, 
Hungary, Italy, Bulgaria, Russia, Greece and many 
more African countries including , Tunisia, Morocco, 
Senegal, Benin, Mali, Sudan, Chad, Namibia and 
South Africa; birds really do observe no man-made 
boundaries and ultimately, as the Global Birding 
motto has it, connect the world.  
Full article Curlew Sandpiper  -  Julian Bhalerao 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2022-04-10-migration-in-a-time-of-war-a-tiny-birds-mighty-trek-through-ukraine-battle-zones/
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Netherlands: Finding wader nests in farmland is 
difficult. They have evolved over thousands of 
years to be that way as a form of protection. 
However if these nests are in vulnerable places, 
such as crop fields, where they may be 
destroyed by farm machinery, then finding them 
becomes crucial.  
 Recently much work has been done using 
thermal imaging cameras fixed to drones, which 
can overfly breeding areas and quickly locate 
nests. This has the effect of preventing people 
spending prolonged periods of time wandering 
around looking for such nests causing the birds 
to be off the nest and also risking 
inadvertently treading on the eggs.  You can 
see from the image that detecting the eggs is 
easier than with the naked eye.  
 
Netherlands: It is often said that the future of conservation is in 
jeopardy if we cannot engage with young people. Well, the good 
news is that in the Netherlands during the Texel Big Day there is 
a team of young lads who will be taking part and raising funds for 
coastal breeding birds, which of course includes waders such as 
Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula an Pied Avocet 
Recurvirostris avosetta. 
 The team is ‘Bird Boys’ and comprises  Ezra Ijzelenberg 
(15), Joas van der Velden (15) and Thije de Jong (14). On May the 
7th they will be travelling by E-bike taking part in the 24 hour 
#racingforconservation event on the island of Texel. The boys say 
‘We are going for the win this year! We also record our 
adventure. You can watch this via YouTube, our channel is called: 
bird boys.’  
 You can support them by clicking this link.  They are close 
to their pledged total, lets help them smash that, it is important 
to encourage these youngsters and appreciate the effort they are 
making. 
 
UK:  Disturbance is a key factor in preventing 
successful breeding in waders. In the New 
Forest for example there are around 40 
breeding pairs of Eurasian Curlews. From those 
only some 10 chicks are fledged each year.  
 One reasons for this is the presence of 
dogs, even on leads. They can cause a sitting 
bird to leave the nest even when a long distance 
from the nest. The adult leaving the nest 
presents various dangers. Firstly it may alert a 
predator to the location of the nest, secondly, 
the egg may become chilled or overheated 
without the parents’ shielding and thirdly, if it 
happens enough times the parents may simply 
desert the nest site altogether.  
 In the New Forest this has been 
recognised and Forestry England has declared 
that certain car parks and areas will be off limits 
during the breeding season in an attempt to 
prevent inadvertent disturbance to the breeding 
populations of Curlews and Northern Lapwings 
Vanellus vanellus. 
 

Wader news from around the world - cont’d 

   Thermal image showing Northern Lapwing nest —  Vogelwerkgroep Geesteren 

   Eurasian Curlew —  Elis Simpson  

 

https://www.waddenvogelfestival.nl/deelnemers-2022/bird-boys-2/
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AFRICA. 
 
Madagascar: A recent study has shown that the 
Madagascan Plover has unusually high 
longevity, being estimate at around 9.36 (±0.98) 
years . Despite this the population is in decline 
which rather suggests that survival of eggs and 
chicks is, as is so often the case, the source of 
the problem. Two other plover species, White 
faced and Kittlitz’z that live on Madagascar also 
show unusually high life expectancy when 
compared to elsewhere. The authors of this 
study suspect that this long lifespan is an 
adaptation unique to Madagascar dur to 
climatic pressures on the island. However, these 
long lifespans seem not to sufficiently 
compensate for a reduction in breeding 
opportunities in Madagascan Plover which will 
worsen due to possible future climatic changes.  
Read full paper. 
 
Zimbabwe: Alicia Hayden, who has been a 
contributor to the Wader Quest newsletter is 
travelling to Zimbabwe  on May the 1st, to make 
a film in support of local wildlife artist Tichaona 
Ncube. 
 The film is going to focus on, Tich, a 
Zimbabwean wildlife artist who creates pieces 
depicting Zimbabwe's ‘Big 5’, with the aim of 
encouraging local people to conserve the 
wildlife on their doorsteps.  
 Tich will be painting elephants from life 
in the film, and working on a new piece for his 
first solo exhibition, which will be held in 
Victoria Falls to members of the local 
community. 
 Alicia wants to make the film to draw attention to Tich's extraordinary work, and help him get the recognition he 
deserves for his incredible artworks. She also want to highlight the importance of wildlife art as an effective passive form of 
wildlife conservation - something Tich is trial-blazing in Zimbabwe. 
If you would like to support Alicia in this endeavour you can do so here. 
 
MIDDLE EAST. 
 
A Grey-tailed Tattler Tringa 
brevipes has been reported in 
Oman, if accepted this would 
constitue the first record for the  
country.  
 Usually an Asia species 
breeding in Russia and wintering 
in Southeast Asia and Australasia 
passing along the greatly 
threatened East Asia along the 
East Asian-Australasian Flyway. 
 It has previously occurred 
as a vagrant to Britain, 
Netherlands, Sweden, Seychelles, 
Mauritius, Rodrigues, Chagos 
Islands, Amsterdam Island, India, 
Canada, USA  & The Azores. 

Wader news from around the world - cont’d 

Grey-tailed Tattler - Elis Simpson 

Madagascar Plover  -  Ken Behrens  

https://www.waderquest.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Journal-of-Avian-Biology-2021-Jones-Exceptionally-high-apparent-adult-survival-in-three-tropical-species-of-plovers.pdf
https://www.gofundme.com/f/m524af-legacy
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Wader news from around the world - cont’d 

 
 

ASIA. 
 
Borneo: At the end of February researchers 
Batrisyia Teepol and Daniel Kong discovered 
a Spoon-billed Sandpiper in Buntal Bay, 
Sarawak, Borneo, Malaysia. This represents 
the first record for the species from Sarawak 
and indeed the whole of Boreo. Ther have 
been 19 previous records in Malaysia but 
they have all been on Peninsula Malaysia 
and the last was in 2015. 
 The Bako-Buntal Bay is recognised by 
the East Asian-Australasian Flyways 
Partnership as an Important Bird Area as it is 
a vital stop over point for thousands of 
migrating and wintering waders. This record 
only goes to highlight its importance and the 
need to conserve the habitat there for 
migrating birds of all kinds.  
 
Thailand: A Pera Kasemsripitak 
Documentary: Shorebirds are a diverse and 
vibrant group of birds that live along 
shorelines and intertidal areas. They migrate 
thousands of kilometres between their 
nesting and wintering grounds on an annual 
basis. Thailand is home to a few of the most 
essential shorebird wintering and staging 
areas in the East Asian-Australasian flyway, 
hosting a plethora of endemic and migratory 
shorebirds, including globally threatened 
species. This record of the birds' lives reveals 
the intricacies and magnificence of 
shorebirds hidden behind their seemingly 
mundane appearance and explores the 
multitude of threats that shorebirds face in 
Thailand.  
Introduction video (2.34 mins.)  :  
Full video (25.53 mins.) 
 
AUSTRALASIA. 
 
New Zealand / Aotearoa: Late in the 
afternoon of the 15th of February Marie-
Louise Ward, with Gwenda Pulham and Sue 
Cook  came across a Western Sandpiper 
Calris mauri at Whangateau, Auckland on 
the North Island or Te Ika-a-Māui. 
 The bird was not seen again at that 
spot but was later relocated Clifton beach, 
Whitford (Auckland), on 16th by Bruce 
Keeley, and was been reported present 
there on 19th (David Thomas) and 20th Feb 
(Russell Cannings). It was last reported (on 
eBird) on 26th February. 
 The first record for New Zealand was 
in 1964 and there have been fewer than 10 
in total. According the NZ Birds online there 
are six accepted records. 
 Western Sandpiper — Marie-Louise Ward 

Spoon-billed Sandpiper (in Thailand) - Ayuwat Jearwattanakanok  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=By6KAU0gWtM
https://youtu.be/R5HpYkEQNC4
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Wader news from around the world - cont’d 

New Zealand: Keith Woodley Manager of the 
Pūkorokoro Miranda Shorebird Centre has warned that 
the overall health of the Firth of Thames, as part of the 
Hauraki Gulf, is not good meaning that areas available 
for waders to feed is being lost. One reason is that the 
mangrove zones at the southern end of the Firth have 
been expanding rapidly. This is not a natural change but 
is a response to  land use practices, excess sediments, 
nutrients, stop banks in the catchment area. The result is 
that the mangroves are expanding onto the mudflats 
and with the predicted sea level rise encroaching on the 
seaward side of the tidal mudflats the area left for 
foraging mud dwelling waders diminish, and  we know 
that this means the numbers of birds will also diminish 
accordingly. 
 
New Zealand: Another example of a youngster getting involved in wader conservation, although this fundraiser for the Black 
Stilt Himantopus novaezelandiae  is now closed we thought I worthy of mention.  Billie said: ‘When I started this page, I hoped 
to reach $150. Look where we are now: $515. Thank you to everyone who had ANYTHING to do with my page, sharing and/or 
donating. I also really hope this has helped to spread the word that the kakī are in desperate need of help. I am excited that 
$515 will go to helping wherever it is needed the most. Aroha nui,.’  Well done Billie and thank you for caring enough to help. 
If you would still like to support Billie and donate personally, please make contact with her mother Jennie here. 

Australia: Buff-breasted Buttonquail Turnix olivii, is it 
extinct? Recent efforts to relocate populations of this 
species have not been successful, and worse still, the work 
carried out seems to indicate that a previously undescribed 
variation in the common Painted Buttonquail Turnix varius 
brings into doubt all the unsubstantiated records of this 
bird since.  
 The first description of this bird was made by H. C. 
Robinson in 1900 and the last specimen was taken a mere 
22 year later on the 5th of February 1922 by William 
McLennan. He may have been the last person to see this 
species alive, before he shot it, and is certainly the last 
irrefutable record of it’s continued existence (although a 
clutch of eggs was found and taken in 1924). In 1985, it was 
reportedly rediscovered just west of Cairns, and a slew of 
new sightings resulted. However these sightings were just 
that, and usually a quick glimpse, with no specimens or 
photos taken. This is where the new information about the 
Painted Buttonquails brings them all into doubt. 

View from the Kuaka Godwit Hide on the shore of the Firth of Thames at 

Pukorokoro Miranda Shorebird Centre. -  Rick Simpson 

By John Keulemans published in Mathews’ The Birds of Australia’ 1911  

mailto:henderson.jennie@gmail.com.?subject=Billie's%20fundraiser
https://www.waderquest.net/robinson/
https://www.waderquest.net/robinson/
https://www.waderquest.net/mathews-g/
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Wader news from around the world - cont’d 
Australia: Ten critically endangered Plains-wanderers 
Pedionomus torquatus have been released into the wild in New 
South Wales through the  Paddocks for Plains-wanderers project, 
which hopes to boost the bird's population. Local Land Services 
have been helping bait predators in the state's south-west ,which 
should also help to protect the species, especially at the breeding 
stage. Part of the management in the Paddocks for Plains-
wanderer project is to maintain ground cover. One of the biggest 
threats to the species is overgrazing that removes the, albeit 
sparse, ground cover that Plains-wanderers crave. Management 
of the grazing sheep is therefore crucial and forms part of the 
project with the co-operation of farmers. Local Land Services 
have helped fund containment areas, so the sheep can be fed in 
smaller areas closer to infrastructure. 
  The project is supported by the Biodiversity Conservation 
Trust, Local Land Services, Taronga Conservation Society and the 
state government's Saving Our Species program.  
 
SOUTH AMERICA. 
 
Chile / Argentina: In 2014 Wader Quest expressed its concern 
regarding the Magellanic Plover Pluvianellus socialis and its 
increasing scarcity.  
 We had eyewitness accounts of the numbers decreasing 
from dozens to only a few individuals in certain locations. 
Concerned we tried to establish the first tracking study of the 
species by fitting geolocators to some individuals in Chile. (See 
Newsletters ; v1 i2 p3; v2 i1 p11; v2 i3 p19; v3 i4 p26). 
 However, the study was not a great success with only one 
geolocator being retrieved and that gave inconclusive results. 
We had expected the geolocator to reveal that the bird had 
wintered in Argentina to the north, but it seemed to show the 
bird had hardly moved and had not even reached the coast.  
 We had hoped to try again, various impediments 
prevented us from doing so.  
 Recently though Manomet carried out a survey and were 
alarmed to find that the population may be well short of even 
the minimum estimated previously. Further studies will now be 
carried out using tracking devices and we wish them well as this 
study is long overdue. Magellanic Plover could very well become 
one of the most urgent cases for conservation management in 
the world. 
Read the full article; In Patagonia, survey reveals Magellanic 
Plovers are becoming rarer - Manomet 
 
NORTH AMERICA. 
 
USA: Plovers quarrel: a tiny, 
endangered bird [the Piping Plover 
Charadrius melodus]returns to Sauble 
Beach to find sunbathers dug into the 
sand - the Town of South Bruce 
Peninsula is fined $100,000 for 
destroying piping plover habitat, and is 
in court arguing over just what an 
Ontario beach should be. The ongoing 
battle over who has the right to the 
beaches of Ontario; people or birds? 
Read article here. Piping Plover  with chick — Angela Cerelli Mercurio 

Plains-wanderer © Ron Knight 

 One of Wader Quest’s Magellanic Plovers 190 with a geolocator fitted  
- Ricardo Matus 

https://www.waderquest.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Volume_1_Issue_2_July_2014.pdf
https://www.waderquest.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Volume_2_Issue_1_April_2015..pdf
https://www.waderquest.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/3-Newsletter-October-2015-pdf.pdf
https://www.waderquest.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Volume_3_Issue_4_January-2017.pdf
https://www.manomet.org/publication/first-of-its-kind-survey-reveals-magellanic-plover-is-rarer-than-ever/
https://www.manomet.org/publication/first-of-its-kind-survey-reveals-magellanic-plover-is-rarer-than-ever/
https://thenarwhal.ca/sauble-beach-piping-plovers/?fbclid=IwAR0N7BTi6PyVBu2t-vJE9ujH56KSww7rLy4yFUNNYUPC_puXE5vHcQEEKek
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USA: Bo Crees, avian specialist with Montana Audubon, scanned with 
binoculars beyond the sagebrush northwest of Helena, searching pale 
agricultural fields to see if long-billed curlews had arrived in Montana to 
nest. 
‘Curlews evolved with big herds of bison, so actually with ranching, cattle 
can create good habitat,’ he said. ‘They’re generally foraging on the ground 
in the open. You don’t see them in the sagebrush often where a coyote 
might jump on them if they’re not careful.’ 
Montana Audubon’s annual curlew survey started on Friday the 8th of April 
in the Helena, Mission and Blackfoot valleys. The project includes staffers 
and volunteers who conduct regimented surveys of identified habitat, 
driving predesignated routes and stopping roughly every half mile to look, 
listen and document what they see on the Survey 123 phone app. 
Read full article here. 
 
USA: The Kolea have left Hawai’i. As with many waders in the world, their 
arrival and departure can be significant and even emotional for the local 
human population.  
 The Kolea or Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva holds a special 
place in the hearts of the Hawaiian residents and their departure can be, 
as the author of a blog on the Kolea Count website Susan Scott, says;  
 ‘This is a bittersweet time of year for us plover lovers, since most of 
Hawai’i’s Kolea (and our other shorebirds) have left the Islands for the 
Arctic. We wish the birds were still here perking up our lawns and 
shorelines, and at the same time, admire them for their remarkable, and 
mandatory, migrations.’  
 As with many residents, the author has grown to know and love 
her regular wintering birds, even giving them names.  
Read more: Farewell and fair winds – Kolea Count  
 
STOP PRESS:  From Kolea Count - ‘We're excited to tell you that 7 of our 10 satellite-tagged birds arrived in Alaska on May 1st, 
about 3,000 miles nonstop in about 3 days.  Two tags appear to not be functioning and one bird was still in Hawaii during our 
last transmission. ‘ 
 
USA:  You may have seen in previous issues that we have been 
following the fortunes of a famous pair of Piping Plovers on 
Montrose beach in Chicago by the names of Monty and Rose. In May 
2019 Monty and Rose became the first piping plovers to successfully 
nest within the city limits of Chicago since 1948 where none had 
even tried since 1955. 
 So each year the arrival of Monty and Rose is eagerly awaited 
and Monty’s arrival on the 21st of April was much anticipated and 
reported when he arrived. So now it is a waiting game, will Rose 
make it back again this year? We all sincerely hope so, so we can 
look forward to another anxiety inducing summer, as is the way with 
watching beach nesting waders, to see if the dynamic pair can pull 
off another successful breeding year. 
 
 

Wader news from around the world - cont’d 

Pacific Golden Plover - Phillip Edwards 

2022 National Beach-nesting Birds Conference  Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival Copper River Delta Festival  

Long-billed Curlew - Elis Simpson 

https://helenair.com/outdoors/montana-audubons-long-billed-curlew-survey-tracks-shorebirds-on-prairie-nesting-grounds/article_6a6e656f-9e72-51ff-bb70-97f3fc922761.html
https://www.koleacount.org/
https://www.koleacount.org/farewell-and-fair-winds/
https://www.coppershorebird.com/
https://events.humanitix.com/national-beach-nesting-birds-conference-2022
https://events.humanitix.com/national-beach-nesting-birds-conference-2022
https://kachemakshorebird.org/
https://kachemakshorebird.org/
https://www.coppershorebird.com/
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Cover photo; Eurasian Sparrowhawk and Common 

Snipe - Dave Jackson  

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago (Linnaeus, 1758) 
IUCN Least Concern 
Name explained: gallinago Latin gallina, hen and the suffix -ago, resembling. 

 
Alternative names; English, Mire Snipe, Horse Gowk, Horse Gok, Heather Bleater, Snite, Eurasian Snipe, European Snipe, 
Fantail Snipe, Palearctic Common Snipe; Cornish: Kyogh Gaelic, An meannan-adhair, Budagochd, Croman loin, Gabhar-adheir, 
Gabhar-athair, Gabar-oidhche, Gabhar-reodhtha, Meann-an-athair, Meath gabhar, Mionnán aeir, ; Naosach, Naoscach Naosg; 
Welsh, Dafad-y-gors, Gafr-wanwyn, Gafr-y-gors, Gïach, Gîach gyffredin, Gïach gyffredin, Gîach myniar, Ysniden, Ysniten. 
For more variants in other languages see Avibase 

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago - David Jackson 

Common Snipe - Rick Simpson  

There had been 3 Jack Snipes Lymnocryptes minimus and 30+ Common Snipes Gallinago gallinago along with up to 6 Garganeys 
Anas querquedula on the scrape at Summer Leys viewable from the Paul Britten hide, which attracted  photographers from 
near and far. I arrived just before 7 am when the temperature was hovering around freezing and the Snipes were still roosting 
on the frost-covered ground. As the temperature rose so did the Snipes, occasionally showing right in front of the hide.  
 I was the only observer left by 10 am and I was just about to leave when a Common Redshank Tringa totanus started to 
walk towards the hide. Another photographer arrived at the same time and we got talking and I decided to stay a little bit 
longer with all the seats gradually filling up with new arrivals. I was watching a drake Garganey feeding and hoping it would 
continue in the direction of the hide when I noticed a sudden movement further along the bank. As I lifted my binoculars I could 
see a Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus with prey about 15 metres away. I alerted other photographers and said out loud “fly this 
way, come on, fly this way”. To my, and everyone else’s surprise it did and I hit the shutter button taking about 30 shots in the 3 
seconds it was on view and held my breath as the camera recorded the images. Only 2 of the photos were in focus (my 
reactions aren’t as good as they were) as the bird was flying directly at me weaving as it went zooming past the hide and its 
astonished occupants.   
 The atmosphere in the hide was electric, no-one had witnessed this behaviour or such close encounters before. Those in 
the upper-deck of the hide were busy watching a Jack Snipe and missed the action completely. We were happy that the hawk 
caught its larger cousin as its popularity would’ve taken a steep decline had it predated one of the popular Jack Snipes.  
 The bird was then seen flying back over the scrape without the Snipe, I left a short while after and the hawk was still 
searching for its prey which presumable struggled free. I returned home and downloaded my photos to my computer hoping 
the shots looked as sharp as they did on the camera screen with mixed feelings about predator and prey; I hope they both 
survived to feed another day.  

https://avibase.bsc-eoc.org/species.jsp?lang=EN&avibaseid=9151E0BA75761647
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Common Snipe - cont’d 

Taxonomy; two subspecies. 

• Gallinago, gallinago gallinago Linnaeus 1758 

• Gallinago gallinago faeroeensis Brehm 1831 
 
Taxonomic history;  
 Originally described by Linnaeus in 1758 as Scolopax 
gallinago. The species name has remained the same (but 
see invalid synonyms below). The genus however has 
changed and carries an interesting story behind it.  
 In 1816 a German ornithologist Carl Ludwig Koch 
raised the genus Gallinago which was adopted as Scolopax 
was used to describe the woodcocks, thus separating the 
two groups. In 1920 however it was discovered that Johann 
Samuel Traugott Frenzel had described the genus as 
Capella and since this predated the Gallinago authority of 
Kaup it was introduced. 
 This situation remained in place right up until 1956 
when the International Commission on Zoological 
Nomenclature  announced that French zoologist Mathurin 
Jacques Brisson had already used Gallinago in his 
description of the species in 1760, albeit whilst not using 
Linnaeus’ trinomial system. The result was that the genus 
was returned to Gallinago as it stands today. 
Some synonyms of the genus Gallinago. 

Species synonyms; 

Details:  
 The English name Snipe originated from early in the 14th century. It originates from the old Norse snipa as in 
in myrisnipa  meaning moor snipe. There seems to be a common stem with the Germanic languages when you compare the 
Old Saxon sneppa, Middle Dutch snippe, now snip and the old High German snepfa, now Schnepfe. The Old English name 
was snite, which is of uncertain derivation.  
 Since around 1600 there has existed the expression guttersnipe, which is used as an insult generally as it combines the 
snipe with gutter, a symbol of lowliness perhaps and originally referred to streetcorner brokers in Wall Street, New York, USA. 
This term later moved to mean poor children who roamed the streets also called street urchins. 

• Scolpax Linnaeus 1758 

• Rusticola Vieillot 1816 

• Telmatias Boie 1826 

• Lymnocryptes Kaup 1829 

• Polorhynchus Kaup 1829 

• Philolimnos Brehm 1831 

• Microptera Nuttal 1834 

• Nemoricola Hodgson 1837 

• Ascolopax Keyserling  & Blasius J. H. 1840 

• Homoptilura Gray 1840 

• Philohela Gray 1841 

• Xylocota Bonaparte 1853 

• Cœnocorypha Gray 1855 

• Spilura Bonaparte 1856 

• Neoscolopax Salvadori 1882 

• Ditelmatias Mathews 1913 

• Neospilura Mathews 1913 

• Macrodura Mathews 1913 

• Odurella Mathews 1913 

• Eugallinago Mathews 1913 

• Subspilura Mathews 1913 

Common Snipe -  Elis Simpson 

• Scolopax cœlestus Frenzel 1801 

• Scolopax sakhalina Vieillot 1817 

• Scolopax brehmii Kaup 1823 

• Scolopax sabini Vigors 1825. This turned out to 
be a melanistic variant which at the time was 
named as a species ‘Sabine’s Snipe’. 

• Telmatias gallinago Boie 1826 

• Pelorhychus brehmii Kaup 1829 

• Enahus sabini Kaup 1829 

• Telmatias Faeroeensis Brehm 1831 

• Gallinago uniclavus Hodgson 1837 

• Gallinago scolopacinus Bonaparte 1838 

• Scolopax peregrina Temminck 1840 

• Ascolopax gallinago Keyserling  & Blasius J. H. 
1840 

• Ascolopax sabini Keyserling  & Blasius J. H. 1840 

• Gallinago vulgaris Dubois 1858 

• Gallinago russata Gould 1873 

• Gallinago cœlestus Dresser 1880 

• Scolopax gallinago raddei Burturlin 1912 
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  Another popularly used word that derives form the 
snipe name is sniper. It is a name given to someone who is 
an exceedingly good shot and generally these days refers 
to someone hidden, hitting unsuspecting targets. However, 
originally it may have arisen in 19th century India where 
soldiers who were particularly good shots where 
considered capable of shooting snipe, which were 
considered a challenging target even for an expert shooter: 
 It is hard to think of Central London being a place 
for snipe  but there are old references of them being shot 
in what was after all once extensive marshland. In the 
1720s General Oglethorpe is reported to have shot both 
snipe and woodcocks  in open fields around Hanover 
Square and in 1815 William Wilberforce claims to have 
spoken to someone who had shot snipe in St Martins-in-
the-fields. An old lease for a premises in Regent Street 
granted for 99 year in 1920 had, in its small print, that the lessees were forbidden to shoot snipe on the land on Sundays, 
rather suggesting that they perhaps would have been able to should they no have been prevented from doing so.  
 The snipe family is unusual among waders, and birds in general in having a wide variety of tail feathers. Most waders 
have 12 tail feathers or retrace, and indeed the Jack Snipe invariably does too. However the Gallinago snipes differ, not just 
species to soecies but also within a species.  
 The Common Snipe generally has 14 feathers in its tail, however a small number have just 12 and some 16 or even 18. 
The great Snipe Gallinago media has 16 as a rule but again can have 14 or 18. 
 There is a form of melanistic Common Snipe, which was thought at one time to be a separate species called Sabine ’s 
Snipe  which Vesey-Fitzgerald, in his Collins New Naturalist book British Game (1946) (See from the library p11) claims always 
has 12 in his experience. 
 

‘The great snipe has sixteen tail feathers, the common snipe fourteen, and the jack snipe twelve. The number of 
tailfeathers is commonly regarded as diagnostic, but the number in the common snipe is by no means constant. I have 
shot common snipes with sixteen tail feathers, and I have shot common snipe (all, by the way, melanistic, the so-called 
“Sabine’s snipe”) with twelve feathers. On the other hand, I have never seen a great snipe that had not sixteen feathers, 
nor a jack snipe that had not twelve.’ 

 
 The snipe species with the largest number of tail feathers if the Pin-tailed Snipe Gallinago stenura with a magnificent 
maximum of 28 (normally 26 but also as few as 24). 

 

Common Snipe - cont’d 

Common Snipes -  Dave Jackson 

Common Snipe  -  Elis Simpson 
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The spectacular photo by Dave Jackson of the Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus catching a Common Snipe Gallinago 
gallinago on page 26, reminds us of just how precarious life is for waders since they are on the menu of so many birds of prey, 
from raptors to corvids. 
 As eggs, these ground nesting birds are 
very vulnerable to all sorts of predator, not just 
the avian ones, but chief among them are the 
crows. These are very clever birds that can count 
and seem to have the ability to recognise when 
nesting is about to take place. If Northern 
Lapwings Vanellus vanellus or Black-tailed 
Godwits Limosa limosa for example place their 
nest too close to trees or hedgerows, or 
anywhere from where a crow can perch and 
watch, they will be closely observed and, as soon 
as the eggs are laid, they will fall prey to the 
vigilant crows. In Australia conservationists 
noted that the corvids there recognised the 
activities of humans and even followed their 
tracks to locate nests, this meant that even the 
researchers had to alter how they behaved near 
nests. Others learned that a camera set up to 
monitor a nest was an indicator of the location 
of that nest. 
 Eggs can also be taken by Gulls and Skuas 
in tundra settings and there are even waders 
themselves that are partial to an egg or two, 
most notably Ruddy Turnstones Arenaria 
interpres and also Bristle-thighed Curlews 
Numenius tahitiensis, although their prey are 
most often Terns and Albatrosses. 

 Chicks too face a barrage of enemies. All those 
previous mentioned plus a few new culprits are 
involved. Once the chicks are hatched Harriers and 
Buzzards become a problem too. In Australia again, an 
Australian Kestrel Falco cenchroides was seen 
inspecting a nest with eggs in it on a daily basis, waiting 
for the eggs to hatch so it could prey upon the chicks. 
Sadly for that individual though the eggs were taken 
before they hatched. Same result, different predator in 
the end.  
 As the chicks grow and get more active they 
begin to attract the attention of other birds of prey that 
are more hunters than scavengers. Merlins, Kestrels, 
Sparrowhawks and Falcons all get involved, but once 
the birds have fledged and grown strong of wing, apart 
from the ambush predators like the Sparrowhawk, it is 
the fast flying falcons that pose the greatest threat. 
Peregrine Falcons Falco peregrinus in particular are 
great wader hunters. The remains of prey in their nests 
has been analysed and many species, including 
Eurasian Woodcock Scolopax rusticola, European 
Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria and Dunlin Calidris 
alpina have all been found at the nest site, despite the 
nest itself being in the centre of towns and cities quite 
often. The growth in the number of Peregrines has 
been a real joy for me as a birdwatcher, but as a wader 
lover, they are often spoiling an otherwise pleasant trip 
to the coast or marshland. 
 I once spent a good few minutes on the Isles of 
Scilly, in Old Town Bay one October day in the 1980s 

 A Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus egg that has been predated by a Carrion 

Crow Corvus corone  -  Elis Simpson 

Avian wader predators - Rick Simpson 

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus  -  Elis Simpson 

Peregrine Falcon  -  Elis Simpson 
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watching a Ruddy Turnstone being pursued by a peregrine. It was a thrilling chase with the Turnstone zig-zagging and turning 
in an instant with the Peregrine matching its every move. I was willing the Turnstone to get away, but they both disappeared 
around the headland so I never knew the outcome. 
 One year, on Plover Appreciation Day (16th April), we were ensconced in the hide at Titchwell RSPB reserve when, early 
in the day, a Peregrine hit and killed a Northern Lapwing in front of us. It was a bit distressing, but it was clear he was certainly 
appreciating the large plover he had just despatched. 
 Here is another of Dave Jacksons wonderful action photographs and it shows the unusual occurrence of a Red Kite 
Milvus milvus attacking a Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa. Kites are not equipped to catch prey in the air, their talons are not 
adapted in that way, but this bird attacked the Godwit when it was resting, the Godwit just spotting it in time and getting away. 
 Dave reported: ’The godwit had been feeding close to the hide from first light and was resting with its bill under its wing 
when the kite virtually landed on it giving chase as the godwit sped off. I’d say the chase lasted 4 - 5 seconds before the kite 
gave up.‘ 

Although not a predator as such, unless you happen to be an insect, Elis and I witnessed a strange happening on a 
Northumberland shoreline. A Common Redshank Tringa totanus was being pursued and harassed by, of all things, a Pied 
Wagtail Motacilla alba, which chased the Redshank for some time as though it were a Peregrine matching it turn for turn. 

Avian wader predators - Rick Simpson 

Red Kite pursuing a Black-tailed Godwit -  Dave Jackson 

Common Redshank being pursued by a Pied Wagtail  -  Elis Simpson 
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Common Snipe artwork by Szabolcs Kókay for 

sale - £95.00 (30% donation to Wader Quest) 

Common Snipes have amazingly intricate patterns on their plumage. 

Here is one depicted by Hungarian artist Szabolcs Kókay. 

The original of this artwork is available through Wader Quest. 

For each of Szabolc’s paintings sold through Wader Quest we will 

receive a donation (30% of the value) from the artist.  

The price includes post and packing.  

To see this and many more of Szabolc’s originals for sale through 

Wader Quest go to his artwork page in our shop. 

(Size 17 x 25cm.) 

ENQUIRE NOW 

https://www.waderquest.net/product-category/artwork/szabolcs-kokay/
https://www.waderquest.net/about-wader-quest/contact-us/?add-to-cart=
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Wader Quest merchandising 

‘Breathtakingly excellent - like a birding Michael Palin. The 

photographs and drawings are fantastic, and the text is fast-moving 

and endlessly entertaining and amusing.‘ Jim Wright. 

BUY NOW! 

https://www.waderquest.net/product/a-quest-for-waders/
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An Inspiration of Waders - A Wader Quest Publishing book By Rick and Elis Simpson 

Wader Quest merchandising 

sales@waderquest.net 

£8.50 
+p&p 

BUY NOW! 

https://www.waderquest.net/product/an-inspiration-of-waders/
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Wader Quest merchandising 

£7.50 
+p&p 

Eury The Spoon-billed Sandpiper 

A Wader Quest Publishing book By Rick and Elis Simpson 

Children 6 -11 years  

sales@waderquest.net BUY NOW! 

https://www.waderquest.net/product/eury-the-spoon-billed-sandpiper/
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Wader Quest merchandising 

£3.00 each 
+p&p 

ORDERS FOR ALL WADER QUEST 
MERCHANDISING 

sales@waderquest.net 

Wader Quest Collectables - Pin Badges 

Wader Quest Collectables - Enamelled Earrings 

0. Wader Quest logo 
1. Diademed Sandpiper-Plover 
2. Ruddy Turnstone 
3. Hooded Plover 
4. Sanderling 
5. Egyptian Plover 
7. Dunlin 
8. Black Stilt 
9. Ibisbill 
10. Northern Lapwing 
11. River Lapwing 
12. Common Ringed plover 
13. Black-fronted Dotterel 
14. Eurasian Curlew 
15. Spoon-billed Sandpiper 
16. Common Greenshank 
17. Cream-coloured Courser 
18. Grey Plover 
19. Eurasian Dotterel 
20. Great Thick-knee 
21. Common Sandpiper 
22. Crab Plover 
23. Two-banded Plover 
 
ALL PREVIOUS DESIGNS STILL  

2021 DESIGNS 

24. Terek Sandpiper 
25. Banded Stilt 
26. Sociable lapwing 
27.  Collared Pratincole 

PLUS NEW 
FOWQ BADGE  
Exclusive to 2021 

subscribers. 

£10.00 pair 
+p&p 

£2.00 each 
+p&p 

£2.50 each 
+p&p 
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SIGNED LARS JONSSON 

POSTERS 70 X 50CM £24.00 
 (price includes p&p in UK. Outside UK please ask.) 

sales@waderquest.net 

NIK BORROW DESIGNED 

WADER GREETING CARDS 

100 X 150 MM  

PACK OF 12 + 1 FREE £10.00 
 (price includes p&p in UK. Outside UK please ask.) 

 

Wader Quest merchandising 
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sales@waderquest.net 

Wader Quest merchandising 

POSTCARDS 
100 X 150 MM  

£1.00 EACH  
OR 5 FOR £4.00 

 +P&P 

 

Designs by 
Julia Page 

Pied Avocets over Titchwell RSPB reserve © Julia Page 

Eurasian Oystercatchers. Black-tailed Godwit, Common Ringed 

Plovers and Little Egret © Julia Page 

Eurasian Oystercatchers © Julia Page 

Common Snipe © Julia Page 

Northern Lapwing, Eurasian Spoonbills , Pied Avocets and 

Canada Geese at Titchwell RSPB reserve © Julia Page 

See newsletter Vol 7 issue 3 pp11-13 where Julia is the 

featured artist in Waders In Art. 

https://www.waderquest.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Newsletter-October2020-R.pdf
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Guidelines for applications for Wader Quest grants 

Projects should ideally be directed to one or more of the following funding priorities: 
· Investigating the status of Critically Endangered, Endangered, Vulnerable or Near-threatened wader species 
· Attempting to further the knowledge of current Important Bird Areas (IBAs) of significant importance to waders, through 

breeding surveys and conducting systematic counts 
· Investigating potential new IBAs or ornithologically little known areas for waders 
· Conducting ecological studies of little-known wader species 
· Educational programmes, especially aimed at school children and youth to conserve and protect waders and their habitat 
 
Priority will be given to projects: 
· Conducted by Nationals of the country where the activity will take place 
· Containing an educational element, that engage with local communities and/or have an element of long-term sustainability 

of the project, such as training of local counterparts or raising awareness of wader conservation within the wider com-
munity 

· Providing an improvement in the understand of the conservation needs of a under studied wader species through research 
 The Wader Quest Grants Committee decision will be final and, unless initiated by Wader Quest, no further correspondence 
will be entered into regarding the decision.  

Download Application form here and send to applications@waderquest.net  

Total funds raised and donated since 12/09/2012 (Includes reserve funds in hand) 

£37,472.60 
 

African Oystercatcher 

American Oystercatcher 

White-headed Stilt 

Sociable Lapwing 

Collared Plover 

Snowy Plover 

Javan Plover 

Wilson’s Plover 

White-faced Plover 

St Helena Plover 

Hooded Plover 

Magellanic Plover 

Eurasian Curlew 

Wood Snipe 

Spoon-billed Sandpiper 

Great Knot 

Purple Sandpiper 

Nordmann’s Greenshank 

Australia 

Azerbaijan 

Belarus 

Brazil 

Chile 

China 

Hungary 

Iceland 

Indonesia 

Kazakhstan 

Malaysia 

Nepal 

New Zealand 

Peru 

Russia 

South Africa 

St Helena 

Thailand 

Uganda 

UK 

USA:  

Venezuela 

 White-headed Stilt  -  Elis Simpson 

Species supported Countries supported 

https://www.waderquest.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/WADER-QUEST-CONSERVATION-AND-RESEARCH-EQUIPMENT-APPLICATION-FORM.pdf
mailto:applications@waderquest.net

