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Earlier this year Wader Quest supported a project 
in northern Venezuela to study the population of 
Wilson's Plovers Charadrius wilsonia of the 
subspecies cinnamominus on Margarita Island.  
 The study, which is part of the ELVONAL 
Shorebird initiative, concerns the effect of habitat 
on the breeding success of the Wilson’s Plover on 
the Island and is led by Virginia Sanz of the 
Venezuelan Institute for Scientific Research. 
 The aim of the project is to gather 
information on the variation of breeding success 
of the Wilson’s Plover in two contrasting 
reproductive habitats; beaches and mudflats. 
 Margarita Island lies in the Caribbean Sea 
about 40 kilometres north of the mainland off the 
Araya peninsula. It is a popular holiday 
destination, comprising two peninsulas linked by 
the sand and mangroves of the Laguna de la 
Restinga National Park.   

The team travelled to Margarita 
Island in early May to start the 
project on the breeding biology of 
Wilson's Plovers. They very quickly 
located six active nests. They then set 
about capturing and ringing six 
individuals and also found six birds 
that had been ringed last year. It was 
good to note that there are pairs that 
have remained from the last year, 
and those birds are in the same 
places in which they were captured in 
2021. 
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 On Saturday 14th May, Virginia and the 
team carried out an activity in collaboration with 
a local NGO and the National Parks Institute in 
order to celebrate the World Migratory Bird Day 
and to take part in the Global Big Day, 
celebrating the world’s migratory birds.  
 The involvement of the local community is 
an important element of any project that Wader 
Quest supports. This is because it directly raises 
awareness among those who can most influence 
the survival of the birds on a day to day basis. 
Getting local communities to understand the 
needs of the birds, and promoting a desire to 
help provide them with those needs, is a vital 
and important part of conservation. Without 
localised support, larger projects will surely fail 
in the long term.  
 The team carried out a short outdoor talk 
to some children in the town where they are 
staying, Boca de Rio (see map), and then went 
to see shorebirds at a nearby lagoon.  
 Later on a rather smaller group went to La 
Restinga Lagoon National Park (see map) to 
carry out further observations. Virginia and her 
team shared their observations with the Wader 
Quest Team, helping us to build a respectable 
list (and placed 7th globally) of nearly 500 
species. 

 By the end of the second week 
they had located a further two nests 
bringing the total to eight, of which, 
two were occupied with at least one 
member of the pair ringed last year, 
that had returned to breed in the 
same area. 
 A further three birds ringed 
last year had also been sighted 
bringing their number to nine and 
the number of new birds ringed rose 
to seven. 
 We look forward to following 
the fortunes of these nests as the 
team try to determine if nesting on 
mud flats or sandy beaches 
represents any sort of advantage to 
a breeding pair. Unusual sighting for a nest within a twist of discarded cable ©  Virginia Sanz  
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Virginia talking to local children (above ) and the children at a 

nearby lagoon looking at the plovers (below and bottom of page) 
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