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Cover Photo; Collared Pratincole - Peter Blanchard 

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola (Linnaeus, 1766 ) 
IUCN Least Consern 
 
Alternative names;  
Red-winged Pratincole, Common Pratincole. Swallow-Plover. Perdix do Mar in Portuguese which means partridge of the sea. 
 
Taxonomy;  
• Brisson got very carried away in 1760 when he described four species of pratincole, all of which were the Collared 

Pratincole. He gave them the genus Glareola, which is still used today. He named his four species G. glareola (an adult) 
G. torquata (an immature) 
G. senegalensis (another 
immature) and G. nævia 
(what was described as ‘a 
young bird’) 

• In 1766 Linnaeus coined 
Hirundo pratincola. Hirundo 
is the genus for some 
swallows, with which 
pratincoles bear a great 
resemblance, but this was 
preceded by Brisson’s 
Glareola. It was Linnaeus 
however who first used 
pratincola for the species. 

• Further attempts were 
made to redefine the 
genus; Trachelia Scolpoli 
1769; Pratincola Degland 
1843 who had the current 
species and genus reversed 
as Pratincola glareola;  
Dromochelidon Landbeck 
1846. When other    Collared Pratincole s - Elis Simpson 
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Cover Photo; Collared Pratincole - cont’d 

 A flock of Collared Pratincoles -  Yanina Maggiotto 

pratincoles were described new genera 
were put forward; Stiltia Bonaparte 1856 
and this still holds for the Australian 
Pratincole Stiltia isabella, which is a sort of 
halfway house between the pratincoles 
and coursers. Galacrysis Bonaparte 1856 
when describing the Small Pratincole 
Glareola lactea. 

• Attempts at the specific name were made 
by  Gmelin G. austriaca; Rüppell G. limbata 
1845. This was describing a new species 
which was in fact a young Collared 
Pratincole; Landbech  added natrophila to 
his new genus Dromochelidon in 1846. 

• Leach was the first to place the names in 
the current order in 1820. 

• Three subspecies; pratincola Linnaeus 
1766; fuelleborni Neumann 1910; erlangeri 
Neuman 1920. 

Details:  
 First record for Britain was shot in 1807 at 
Ormskirk in Lancashire. Two birds subsequently 
shot in Yarmouth, Suffolk, on Breydon Wall in 
May 1827. Who knows? Maybe they would have 
bred and their story would be very different 
today. 
 Some used to place these birds with 
swallows, others with rails but Selby decided heir 
lineage agreed with that of the coursers and 
plovers and placed them between the two. 
 A colonial nester around fresh and saline 
pools with flat, dry muddy areas or in ploughed 
fields, where they are vulnerable to farming 
machinery. Breeds around the Mediterranean 

    Juvenile - Marc Guyt AGAMI  Photo Agency 

    Adult - Chris Young 
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basin east to Kazakhstan Iran and Pakistan. African races fuelleborni breed in sub-Saharan Africa and erlangeri in Somalia and 
Kenya. All subspecies winter in sub-Saharan Africa from West Africa east to Ethiopia and south in Eastern Africa to South Africa. 
Nominate race mainly migratory moving from breeding ground to sub-Saharan Africa and some eastern birds to western India 
while the other subspecies make more localised movements within Africa. 
 
Taxonomy Update: 
 In 2024 continuing studies on the DNA relationship of the Coursers and Pratincoles Glareolidae, along with the Crab 
Plover Dromas ardeola and the Buttonquails Turnicidae found that they should be moved from the suborder Charadrii where 
they had previously be nestled and placed in Lari, Gulls and their allies.  

Collared Pratincole - Elis Simpson 


